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Drug Supply Chain
Adam King, MPH, CPhT, PRS

Objectives
› Discuss the main players in the drug supply chain

› Describe the regulatory agencies in the drug supply chain

› Recall the process of drug delivery
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Drug Packagers

Wholesalers

Third Party Logistics
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Pharmacies

Reverse Distributors
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Knowledge Check 1
› The role of a wholesaler is to:

– A. research new medications.
– B. place medications into unit-dose packages.
– C. distribute medications to pharmacies.
– D. sell medications directly to consumers.
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Knowledge Check 1 Answer
› The role of a wholesaler is to:

– A. research new medications.
– B. place medications into unit-dose packages.
– C. distribute medications to pharmacies.
– D. sell medications directly to consumers.

› The correct answer is C.  Wholesalers are responsible for 
taking medications received from manufacturers and 
packagers and selling them to pharmacies.

Knowledge Check 2
› The entity that is dispenses a prescription to the patient is a:

– A. drug manufacturer.
– B. pharmacy.
– C. wholesaler.
– D. contract packager.

Knowledge Check 2
› The entity that is dispenses a prescription to the patient is a:

– A. drug manufacturer.
– B. pharmacy.
– C. wholesaler.
– D. contract packager.

› The correct answer is B the pharmacy.  Pharmacies are 
tasked with dispensing prescriptions.
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Regulatory Agencies

State Boards of Pharmacy

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

13

14

15



5/9/2023

6

Drug Enforcement Administration
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Knowledge Check 3
› Which of the following regulatory agencies is responsible for 

maintaining a schedule of controlled substances?
– A. FDA
– B. DEA
– C. CMS
– D. FBI

Knowledge Check 3
› Which of the following regulatory agencies is responsible for 

maintaining a schedule of controlled substances?
– A. FDA
– B. DEA
– C. CMS
– D. FBI

› While it is true that the FDA has some information about
diversion and dependence in its labelling, the DEA is 
responsible for scheduling drugs on its list.

16

17

18



5/9/2023

7

Delivery Sequence

API 
Manufacturer Manufacturer Wholesaler Pharmacy

Questions?
› Leave a Comment

› Visit:
MyDrugSchool.com for
more content.
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